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Compass rose: north, south, east and west

For students: write north, south, east and west in the boxes on the compass rose. Then look at the map and
answer the questions. North is at the top of the map.
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Answer the questions

1. What is north of the town?

2. What is south of the town?

3. What is east of the town?

4. What is west of the town?

5. You walk from the lake to the town. Which way do you go?

6. You walk from the town to the mountains. Which way do you go?

On most maps, north is at the top, south is at the bottom, east is on the right and west is on the left. A compass rose shows the
directions on a map.
Source: National Geographic Society, Encyclopedic entry: map (education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/map).
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Answer key: compass rose: north, south, east and
west

Compass rose

north

NN

eastEE

south

SS

west WW

Map

N

oceanoceanmountainsmountains

forestforest

towntown

lakelake

Answer the questions

1. What is north of the town? the forest

2. What is south of the town? the lake

3. What is east of the town? the ocean

4. What is west of the town? the mountains

5. You walk from the lake to the town. Which way do you go? north

6. You walk from the town to the mountains. Which way do you go? west

On most maps, north is at the top, south is at the bottom, east is on the right and west is on the left. A compass rose shows the
directions on a map.
Source: National Geographic Society, Encyclopedic entry: map (education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/map).
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